VIA MAIL
The Honorable Greg Gianforte
Governor, State of Montana
Office of Governor Greg Gianforte
PO Box 200801
Helena, MT 59620-0801

September 4, 2021

Governor Gianforte,

I write because I stand in solidarity with the family of Kaysera Stops Pretty Places. I write to demand justice for Kaysera, a Crow tribal citizen and a Montana citizen. It has now been two years since Kaysera’s death, and the family still waits for justice.

On August 24, 2019, Kaysera Stops Pretty Places went missing in a suburban neighborhood in  Hardin, Montana, less than a half mile off the Crow Reservation. Kaysera’s body was discovered five days after she went missing, and although significant evidence exists indicating who took her life in August of 2019, her killer still walks free. He has never been charged with any crime, nor has he or any of the other suspects ever been investigated.  
Law enforcement did not inform the family that Kaysera’s body had been found until almost two weeks later on September 11. And when they did inform the family, the Big Horn County Sheriff’s Office made no attempt or effort to interview a single person in Kaysera’s family. Instead of interviewing the individuals who constitute the most obvious sources of critical information in a criminal investigation, the investigating officers at the Big Horn County Sheriff’s Office refused to meet with Kaysera’s mother, aunties, and grandmother/legal guardian, who had to call and show up in person, repeatedly, for weeks before anyone at the Sheriff’s Office would even speak with them. 
This is a miscarriage of justice. Even worse, the Big Horn County Sheriff’s Office has told the family they will not investigate her murder because she died “of natural causes.” Healthy, eighteen year old girls, however, do not lay down at the corner of a busy suburban intersection, die, and then lay there unnoticed for five days (Kaysera went missing on August 24 but was not found until August 29). Kaysera’s body was discovered at the corner of Mitchell Ave. & Rangeview Dr. on August 29, by a resident of the neighborhood, when he went for his daily jog. He told law enforcement that had her body been there for five days straight, he would have noticed her before August 29. The autopsy dates her death as days before August 29, and it is clear that whoever murdered Kaysera dumped her body at this busy intersection corner on August 29. This is more than enough to command an investigation. 
Despite the suspicious circumstances surrounding Kaysera’s death, the FBI, the Big Horn County Sheriff’s Office, State of Montana, former Governor Bullock’s Office and the Montana Department of Justice have done absolutely nothing to investigate. Kaysera’s family has provided the authorities with tips and evidence to aid the investigation, yet they continue to be ignored. 
As the new Governor of Montana, you are in a unique position to ensure Native girls like Kaysera receive justice and are not ignored and forgotten by the very organizations put in place to protect them. Montana is the current epicenter for Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women and Girls. Currently the Sovereign Bodies Institute’s database reports 245 Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls in Montana. 20% of these cases are in Big Horn County. Currently 193 of those cases are considered open/unsolved and in 11 of these cases the perpetrator was not charged. It is your job to ensure justice for these women and girls. 
Without transparency and communication between families, and state and federal authorities, there will continue to be cases like Kaysera’s where the murder of Native girls and women go uninvestigated. Governor Gianforte, you should be holding these state agencies accountable. You must ensure that these cases do not get lost in a jurisdictional void and become forgotten. There can be no more hollow gestures when the lives and legacies of our families are on the line. It has been two years since Kaysera’s death and her family deserves to see justice for her.
Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to hearing back from you soon. 


Respectfully, 
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